Tongress of the WAnited States
Washivgton, AC 20515

March 7, 2008

Mr, Kerry Weems

Acting Administrator

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
200 Independence Ave, SW

Washington, DC 20201

SENT VIA FAX: 202.690.6262
Dear Mr. Weems:

We are contacting you today to urge you to reconsider the proposed national coverage
determination (NCD) with coverage with evidence development (CED) for cardiac computed
tomography angiography (CCTA) (CAG 00385N). We do not believe that the proposed
NCD is reflective of the most current scientific evidence in support of CCTA 64-slice
technology.

CCTA is currently used with 99% accuracy in over 2,000 centers nationwide. It has been
widely accepted by the medical community as a proven technology for diagnosing heart
disease. We believe that the NCD was drafted without consideration of the data from
numerous studies documenting the effectiveness of CCTA.

Further, the local coverage determination process among Medicare contractors has
effectively and adequately addressed coverage issues, as evidenced by the fact that all 50
states have policies in place for coverage of CCTA.

Denying coverage of CCTA will limit beneficiaries’ access to this valuable technology,
which will ultimately require more costly invasive procedures. As Members of Congress, we
are extremely concerned about the effect the proposed coverage requirements for CCTA will
have on the ability of Medicare beneficiaries in our constituencies and nationwide to access
this important diagnostic imaging tool.

Again, we urge you to reconsider this proposed coverage decision and to work with the
relevant professional societies, including the Society of Cardiovascular Computed
Tomography and the American College of Cardiology, to better develop criteria for coverage,
and to minimize the negative impact on patient care.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter and we appreciate your prompt response,

Rep. Gene Green (TX)

Sincerely,

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




D

Rep. Hulshof (MO)

eter Rosk

(FL)

Rep. Thomas Allen (ME)

Rep. Michael Castle (DE)



Rep. Pete Sessions (TX)

Rp. Randy Kuhl (NY)

Rep. Gus Bilirakis (FL)

Rep. Willjgyh isen (LA}

Rep. Ed Towns (NY)

e ep Solomon Ortlz (TX) }



Rep N1k1 Tsongas (l\@x) N

Vateohnal A Imlets

Rep. Michael McNulty (NY)

Rep. Nick Rahall (WV)

Rep. Steven LaTourette (OH) Reb. Frank LoBiondo (NT)



Rep. Charles Wilson (O) Re. Ron Pl (TX)

MW Soggon

Rep. Mike Fergusok (NJ)

Rep. Randy Nefloebauer TX) Rep. Al-Green. (12



Rep\g@lm Shikus (IL)

Rep, Ralph Hall (TX)

Rep. William Delahunt (MA)

. Jon Porter )

Re James McGovern (MA)

: Rp. Ric Larse W)




